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nis Lives of Eminent Grammarians (written about 121 A.D.)
as follows : " The science of grammar was in ancient times
far from being in vogue in Rome; indeed it was of little use
in a rude state of society, when the people were engaged in
constant war and had not much time to bestow upon the cul-
tivation of the liberal arts. At the outset, its pretensions
were very slender, for the earliest men of learning, who were
both poets and orators, may be considered as half Greek."
He then goes on to mention Livius and Ennius, as the first of
these, and Crates as the first teacher of grammar. Ennius
came to Rome in 204 B.C.; Crates in 157 B.C. However
doubtful the origin may be, it is certain that by the close
of this period, at the date given by Suetonius as that of
the first grammatical teacher, schools of this kind, taught
by a grammaticus or litcratus as distinguished from the
grammatist or literator of the ludus, were frequent; for
in 161 B.C. the Senate decreed that "It shall be lawful for
M. Pomponius, the praetor, to take such measures, and make
such provisions as the good of the Republic and the duties
of his office require, that no philosophers or rhetoricians be
suffered at Rome."
This edict refers to another type of teachers higher than
and developing from the grammar teachers. According to
Suetonius (b. 79 A.D.), who gives us this information, gram-
marians came in time to teach rhetoric, and it was a frequent
occurrence, even within the memory of his own father, that
"some of the pupils of the grammarians passed directly
from the schools to the courts." But long before the time
of Suetonius, even before the close of the period we are now
considering, the Greek conquest of Reman education was
insured by the introduction of the schools of rhetors to
continue the work of the grammarians. That the reception
of these innovations was not a hearty one and that their
influence was not general until the imperial period, is evi-
denced by the fact that the instances of the few notable men